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Drug menace: C|ty s PGs to
come under police scanner

We'll Write To MCC To Close Down All lllegal PGs, Says DCP

Kevin.mendonsa
@timesgroup.com

Mangaluru: Illegal paying
guest (PG) accommodations,
houses and apartments ren-
ted out to students without
proper scrutiny have come
under police scanner after
“many cases of drug peddling
were reported from these pla-
ces in the city.

According to sources in
the city police, the move co-
mes after scores of students
were arrested for consump-
tion and peddling of drugs
from their paying guest ac-
commodations, most of
which are unlicensed.

“A police team has been mo-
ving around places with hig-
hest number of educational in-
stitutions. During a visit to Va-
lachil, which has several engi-
neering and other colleges, the
team learnt that most of the
PGs don’t have valid licence
and still worse there was none
to monitor activities of inma-
tes,” apolice officertold TOIon
condition of anonymity.

Further, investigations

FINDINGS OF THE POLICE TEAM

revealed that some of the
apartment owners have been
letting out rooms to students
without much scrutiny. “One
apartment is sub-let to 2-3 pe-
ople, who are totally strang-
ers to each other and stay un-
der one roof. Their activities
are not monitored. We have
learnt that most of these in-
mates were addicts and acti-
vely engaged in drug pedd-
ling,” he said, adding that
such places are under police
scannerand if the issueisnot
addressed, owners will be
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Confirming this, Hanu-
mantharaya, DCP (Law and
Order), said students who
stay in PGs are influenced by
drug addicts. “After investiga-
tions, we are now writing to
the Mangaluru City Corpora-
tion to close down all illegal
PGsincity limits. Meanwhile,
police have also asked owners
of girls’PGsinthecitytoman-
datorily install CCTVs aro-
und the premises, and appoint
asecurity guard,” he said.

An activist blamed that
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tecedents of those staying in |
suchaccommodations. “There !
are good chances of a person |
with criminal background, |
too, staying in a paying guest |
accommodation,” he said. :
Asked whether city police !
were able to control drug me-
nace through their drive, Ha- |
numantharaya said it has |
brought down the menace to |
nearly 50%. “We are now try- !
ing to catch the peddlers so
that the entire drug supply |
chain isdisabled,” he said, ‘:
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